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Basic requirements

This document describes the process of mapping complex flat text file for translation. In order to do the mapping you should
have:
1. If you want to produce some complex flat text file, then you need source file or database that will be used to produce
flat text file. If you want to read complex flat text file then you need to have it to be able to run tests and make sure
that translation you setup is working.

2. Documentation explaining complex flat file layout and structure. You should have some document that would list all
the fields or elements that you need to create or read from the file. Contact your trading partner or supplier for simple
documentation on all the fields.

Once mapping is done you do not have to recreate it again simply save it into the file with extension *.xmp. You can run map
files using other utilities that come in the package (read User’'s Manual about other utility programs).

Software requirements
You will need to download and install XTranslator from the website http://www.xtranslator.com . Translator comes with

number of templates accessible via Template Wizard. While you can create mapping templates and layouts manually adding
them one item at a time, use of Template Wizard for standard formats like EDI X12, EDIFACT, etc. saves time.

Setup program asks if you want to install templates that come with the package. If you choose not to install them, Template
Wizard will not work and you will not be able to follow some parts of this document.

Once it is done, start Map Editor tool.

This document comes with complete map in a file with extension xmp. Please open and examine it as you read this
document.

What is complex flat file layout?

Complex flat text files usually have some common traits:
1. Each record is on separate line ending with carriage return and line feed.
2. Each record starts with some text identifier that tells us what kind of record it is. Record identifier defines each record
as header, sub-header, detail, second detail, trailer, etc.
3. Each record contains fields that are either fixed length or variable length delimited with special character.

If you want to take in complex flat file and translate it translator map has to use all these traits to extract fields. If you are
producing complex flat file translator needs to create the same structure with these traits.

There are many complex flat text files used in various computer systems and environments. Examples are numerous: NSF 2,
NSF 3, flat file SAP IDoc, UB92 and countless more. They all have these basic three traits listed above and mapping steps for
all of them are essentially the same explained in this document.

Since translator map slightly differs if you are reading or producing complex flat file we cover each scenario in separate
chapter below. However initial steps are the same both for input and output layouts. You need to add message, add segments
representing lines of the complex flat file and then add elements representing flat file fields. The only difference for the output
is that sometimes you might want to hardcode certain constant values on the output side. So certain fields would contain
constant values instead of being mapped. Other than that layout definitions in both cases are essentially the same.

Complex flat text file as input

We are going to map inventory file with few header lines and detail lines containing fixed length fields to CSV output file.
Certain fields have to be mapped to comma separated (CSV) output file other fields are not transferred to the output but they

still have to be setup in the map in order to read the whole file structure.
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This inventory file contains two separate header lines that start with text SUCCESS or HHEADER. It also contains detail lines
that start with text DA. Each line ends with carriage return and line feed. Detail line fields have fixed length.
Our setup will have two segments representing header lines, one segment representing detail lines and detail segment will

contain fields with fixed length to read all the values from the flat file.

Map Editor main screen contains 4 panes going left to right. First left most pane is for input layout, second displays mappings,
third is for output layout and last one shows Properties/Log/Data for the item selected in first or third pane.

i# Extreme Translator Mapper - Chtestnowhinventorylaxmp [Medified] |ﬂ|ﬁ']
File Edit Project Tools Help
O & cRd
| Froperties | Log Drata (0]
Add » Message... E]ﬁl :
._:i'. ....__._'Z- ) = --""‘-H.__
[},/" Add input message (file) layout ™.
: ¥ using this menu. \
15te With ?--.:ilé::!.""; Il' |
[ t e \\\\ j/f'
~_ S
Mappings... - R s R
4 I ¥

\7Ve will setup flat file layout manually and add all the items to it one by one. Mapping starts with the new message. Message

is your file.
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Mew Message )

Tranzlation

(") Based on sample file

") Based on template

@ Manual mapping

Tranzglation type Text -

Translator uge routines specific to each message
twoe,

] ] [ Cancel

If file has custom non-standard format you can not import its template using Template Wizard or use By-Example wizard to
read its structure. For non-standard formats manual mapping is the only choice.

r b
}3’? Extreme Translator Mapper - Chitestnowiinventorylamp [Medified] E@&J

File Edit Project Tools Help
D E| $B2R| 4~k

Properties ||_.:.g I Data [El]l

=
| Mame Text File or Message - |
[rataPath C:\testnowkinventory_txt
A T Al lniFile
AT .
/f' Change input file 4\ Looping B azedOnParentOnly
/" nare and path using | RootTyps Input

DataFath property. SourceType File
Speciallnatuction Mone
S i

e L TranzlationT ype Txt
| UzeBuffer True
|El Separators B

ElementSep

EzcapeCharacter

SegmentSep

SubElementSep

SubElement5eps

UzeSep False =

m

| HName
. bdap object name

« [ »

You can set file name and path using DataPath property. Depending on how you are going to use the map, this value can be
changed via Developer SDK, command line or GUI based map runner applications.
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E Extreme Translator Mapper - Chitestnowiinventorylamp [Medified]

= | B S|

File Edit Project

Toals Help

DS & =e
t BE] Tt File or Messags|

/+=v|h-

Paste With Mappings
Delete

Fappings...

| | Properties |Log | Data (0|

4

Message...
SEgme”t“'h I Text File or Messa »
Element \" g
o iz T tragtnowlinvent —
D“t“bf}“'" Add segment using this menu. Hk\n
SQL/” Segment represents line of text in ,}U"
FI-EI:I the flatfile. ..If |
\ y E
\\\"\-\. .//
o "
S e "'_____-rl'CIE---
El Separators e
Element5Sep
EzcapeCharacter
SegmentSep
SubElementSep
SubElementsep?
lze5ep False -
Hame
b ap object name
1] [ ¥

Add as many segments as many unique lines you might have in the input file. Unique lines are header, sub-header, detail,
and trailer. In reality your file might contain one header, one sub-header, ten detail lines and one trailer line but you only need
four segments to represent all these lines. So even detail line is in the file ten times, you only need one segment to represent

it in the map.
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E Extreme Translator Mapper - Chitestnowiinventorylamp [Medified]

= | B S|

4

File Edit Project Tools Help
DeE @A p
=-[=]| Test File or Message Froperties ||_.;.g | Data [|:|]|
Bl Line - SUCCESS —_—
Add 3 Message o
Segment... Line - SUCCESS -
Curt ced
B o I Element... I u
Paste [mtalm& ~—— ____f_a_l_s_f:_
Paste With Mappings ,fl Add element (field) using this "“““\
! ITEmNL. =
Delete { VI
|
Mappings... ™ '
\\HH .f’/
'-..--' |

T —

Speciallnstruction | Mone

StartT ag SUCCESS
E Processing Fized Length
FisedLength False
Length 1] -
Hame

b ap object name

T

Each line of complex flat file may contain number of fields. Add all those fields one by one and set specific length for each of
them using FixedLength=True and Length properties. If your fields do not have specific length but are separated by some
separator, example comma then set EndTag property to comma for each field.

Add Nested Item L= | B ||
Mested [tem
Mame : Headeq
Pozition : [.-'f-.dd a3 lazt nested item d
Mumber of items to add : 1
[ Ok, J [ Cancel

You can change field name using this screen or change it later via property called Name.
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E Extreme Translator Mapper - Chitestnowiinventorylamp [Medified] E@'ﬂ

File Edit Project Tools Help

D sl 4w
=1-|=] Tewt File or Meszage Froperties ||_.;.g | Data [|:|]|
Line - SUCCESS
L] Header
Line - SUCCESS =~
Format
b andatory False b
Sequence
SpecialFunction Mone
B Plugin A
E stemalFunction 3
Parameters
Ll Processing
EndTag #13#10
LoopEndl ag |
Speciallnstiuction | Mone
[ StatTag SUCCESS
E Processing Fized Length
FisedLength False
Length 1] -
Hame
b ap object name
1 1] [ P

We expect each header line to start with word “SUCCESS” and end with carriage return and line feed. Those two features are
expressed via properties StartTag and EndTag. #13#10 are decimal codes for carriage return and line feed.

Etasoft Inc. Page 7 5/17/2018



X Translator

% Extreme Translator Mapper - C\testnow\inventoryD.xmp [Modified] |E|M|

File  Edit Praject Tools Help
D &=l 4w
EI|E| Text File or Message Froperties ||_.;.g | Data [|:|]|

=-Tg Line - SUCCESS 54l |

[T Header
M ame Header -
T S, NI 2 — B Advanced
- ol Forrnat

" This segment and element will Th Mandatory Falia b
£ read line that starts with word \..\ Sequence

[ SUCCESS. '

\ I SpecialFunction Mone

\ | || @ Plugin

N e =
- ____,s/ EsternalFunction i

— Parameters

@ E Processing
EndTag
LoopEndT ag
Speciallnstruction | Mone
StartT ag

E Processing Fized Length
FisedLength False
Length 1] -

Hame
b ap object name

1 1] [ P

L

We also add field to the segment so it would read all the additional data that might come after word “SUCCESS” and before
carriage return and line feed.
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4
}3’? Extreme Translator Mapper - Chtestnowiinventorylxmp E@ﬁ
File Edit Project Tools Help
D E| SRR 4~k
EI|E| Text File or Meszage Froperties ||_.;.g | Data [|:|]|
% Lire - SUCCESS e Al _
% Lire - HHEADER a=_) Z | o ___
=B Line with Details DataT ype undefined - |
-] Model Nurmber Id a =
-1 Unit OF Measure [temT ype Segment
-1 Units | Mame Line with Details
-1 Skip these fields I e B Advanced
it S i El"‘m -
% gltqherth field Detail line starts with DA and ] ;mm;tt Fal 3
EI:I Dt:' sl ends with carraige return and b 3 Sl el
ef : 1 Seqguence
line feed marked as #13#10.
-1 Skip these fields ;‘I SpecialFunction Mone
[T Stock B Plugin B
-1 Stock Indicator - {:'{ E stemalFunction
-1 Filler T N ||l Parameters
7| B Processi
I EndTag #13#10 |
LoopEndT ag
Speciallnstiuction | Mone
[ Startlag DA | - |
| Name |
b ap object name
Ll F——
We expect each detail line to start with text “DA” and end with carriage return and line feed.
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}3’? Extreme Translator Mapper - Chtestnowiinventorylxmp

= | B i |

File Edit Project Tools Help
D E| SRR 4~k

EI|E| Tewt File or Message
|-T3_L| Line - SUCCESS
&-If Line - HHEADER
=-I3y Line with Details

IE b odel Murmber .

1] Unit Of Measure

-1 Units

~[1] Skip these fields

-7 Other

~[1] Skip these fields

-] Other S|

[T Skip thes—""" B

-,

Dj --. ..H\.\.___
3 Each field has it's properties setto
e specific fixed length.

T

Froperties ||_.:.g | Data [EI]|

EndTag
LoopEndT ag
Speciallnstruction
| StartTag
|[E Processing Fized Liﬂh

Mone

ﬁ:-cedLength- True
Length 14
FPadCharacter
| PadType Left
~ESTTiR
Script
E Special Processng
Condition
ConditionT ype Mone
B ¥alidation
" alidation
WalidationT ype Mone

| Name
b ap object name

m

[| 4

|-

All detail line fields have specific length. We set each to FixedLength=True and Length to specific value.

Input side is set. Now we will set layout for comma separated value file (CSV) output.
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e

1.?3’? Extreme Translator Mapper - Clitestnowiinventorylamp [Medified]

=)

File Edit Project Toaols

Help

el B0

/+=v|h-

EI|E| Text File or Message
% Line - SUCCESS
&-If Line - HHEADER
=18 Line with Details

-[T7] Model Hurmber

-7 Uit OF Meazure

-1 Units

~[1] Skip these fields

-7 Other

~[T] Skip these fields

-7 Other

~[T] Skip these fields

-1 Stock

-1 Stock Indicatar

[T Filler

Froperties ||_.:.g | Data [EI]|

4l | B

Map / Unmap

Add

Cut

Copy

Paste

Paste With Mappings

Delete

Mappings

2 Message...

Segment
Element
Database...
SOL Query.

Field

4

1] [ »

Add output message by right clicking on the third pane and selecting Add->Message menu.

(i)

Mew Message

Tranzlation

(") Baszed on sample file

(") Baszed on template

I @ Manual mapping I

Tranzlation type [ Text

)

Translator uge routines specific to each message
twoe,

| OK

J [ Cancel

This layout is easier to setup using By-Example Wizard if we would already have sample CSV file we want to output. Since we
do not have sample CSV file we choose Manual mapping.
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e 5
1.?3’? Extreme Translator Mapper - Clitestnowiinventorylamp [Medified] E@ﬁ
File Edit Project Tools Help
DwE| Bl 4~ p
EI|E| Text File or Meszage -l Froperties | Log Drata [0
% Lire - SUCCESS Al I
% Lire - HHEADER : | o
=[] Line with Details B [Common] -
-1 Model Nurmber Id 13 b
-1 Unit OF Measzure [temT ype Mezzage
-1 Unitz M ame Text File or Messa
-1 Skip thesze fields El Processing =
-1 Other | D ataPath C:\testnowiinvent |
-1 Skip thesze fields o e [riFile
-~ Oth _ # Loopi BasedOnParentD
e o o7 Setoutputfile name and path 22pINg e nTaren "_
-1 Skip thesze field~ S = FootType Cutput
-1 Stock b b= arapE | SourceT ype File
-1 Stock Indiu:atnr\m e Speciallnstuction | Mone
-1 Filler TR - caun: - TranzlationT ppe Txt
T e |JzeBuffer Tre
El Separators
Element5Sep
E zcapeCharacter =4
Hame
4 ap object name
1 1] [ »
We setup output file name and path using DataPath property.
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1.?3’? Extreme Translator Mapper - Chitestnowiinventorylamp [Medified] Ll_lﬂz' (5]
File Edit Project Tools Help
DeE 2@ 4| p
EI|E| Text File or Meszage dEzzane
L_ELl Line - SUCCESS lap / Unmap
|-T3_L| Lire - HHEADER -l
=-IE Line with Details Add L Message... 1
-1 Model Nurmber Segment..
- Unit OF Measure Cut
[T7 Units I Element
I Skip these figlds / E
ST Ok i . . y Database...
: . A7 Add new segment using this menu. . e
-1 Skip theze fields / ; ; o SOL Query
[0 Other . Segme.nt represents line of text in the i
; \ ield
[T 5kip these fields Dulpatie; A
-1 Stock ! File
-[17 Stock Indicator ™, Auction | None
-1 Filler \\\ onType  Txt
T _<EBuffer True
T N I -8 Separators
R e L ElermentSep
L F sranal"haractar S
MName
b ap object name
1 1] |

CSV flat files have same basic idea as complex flat files — segment represents line of text. Typical CSV files have one line that
repeats multiple times. So all we need in translator is single segment that will represent all these lines of CSV file.

Etasoft Inc. Page 13 5/17/2018



X Translator

~

1.?3’? Extreme Translator Mapper - Chitestnowiinventorylamp [Medified] =NECIEL X
File Edit Project Tools Help
D =l 4w
EI|E| Text File or Meszage Properties | Log | Drata [|:|]|
#-IE Line - SUCCESS :
&I Line - HHEADER — _ _
= Line with Details "~ ~ // B (Common) - |
- Model M Segment represents line of “\\ DataT ype undefined
-+~ Urit OF tent in the output file. N Id 20
-1 Units | i [temT ype Segment
-1 Skip tFi'\ /" Mame Details E
-0 Other ™. ot |El Advanced
-1 Skip these figlds—___ e Forrnat
-1 Other I kd andatary False |
-1 Skip these fields Sequence
-1 Stock SpecialFunction  Mone
-1 Stock Indicator E Plugin
-] Filler E stermalFunction
Farameters
[E Processimng
EndTag 4
L oonFrdTan d
'EndTag

Dezcribes exact end of data, can be
geqment terminatar ar end tag test

There is newly added segment.
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1.?3’? Extreme Translator Mapper - Chitestnowiinventorylamp [Medified] @M
File Edit F’rnject Toals Help
e H =R a-»
EI|E| Text File or Meszage EI|E| Test File or Meszage Properties | Log | Drata [|:|]|
w-Ig Line - SUCCESS [ [
LT:_LI Line - HHEADER Map / Unmap
=187 Line with Details S '
[T7 Madel Mumber A k Message
-1 Unit Of Measure Segment...
=T tnits e Element
-1 Skip these fields Copy =
Dj Dthﬂf ] F'a-_;t.- anTEE A Eﬁ\l'l’l.-"
-] 5kip theze fields e u./' e Add output C5Y fields :
[T Other dELEXH using this menu. Y
[ Skip these fields :
T Stock Delete \\H )
-1 Stack Indicatar e
Iz s
T Filler gLl . |
[E Processimng
EndTag
LoopEndT ag
Snecalnstrctinn | Mone o
MName
b ap object name

We add elements (fields) to the output side segment (line).

Add Nested Item L= | B |-
Mested [tem
Mame : todel Mumbed
Pozition : Add az last nested item d
Mumber of items to add : 1

[ Ok J [ Cancel

We change field names. It is also possible to change Position where new field is added. This helps to add fields in the middle
of already setup fields.
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}3’? Extreme Translator Mapper - Chitestnowiinventorylamp [Medified] =NECIEL X
File Edit Project Tools Help
D E| SRR 4~k
E||E| Text File or Meszage EI|E| Test File or Meszage Properties | Log | Drata [|:|]|
#-I3 Line - SUCCESS =i Details
&I Line - HHEADER [T Model Mumber | _
EI% Line with Details DataT ype undefined - |
-1 Model Nurmber Id al —
-1 Unit OF Measure [temT ype Element
-1 Units M arme Model Humber
-1 Skip these fields B Advanced =
-] Other Format
-[11 Skip these fields )= N . b andatary False
-] Other {/'f Add comma as end L Sequence 3
-[11 Skip these fields separator for the field. Y SpecidFunction  Mone
[T Stock % "B Plugin
-1 Stock Indicatar To 1 EstermnalFunction
[T Filler B 0 Parameters
| J
LoopEndl ag a
Snecalnstrctinn | Mone A
'EndTag
Dezcribes exact end of data, can be
geqment terminatar ar end tag test

Each comma separated field has to end with comma separator. This is easy to setup using EndTag property. Just enter
comma as indicated in the screenshot above.
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1.?3’? Extreme Translator Mapper - Chitestnowiinventorylamp [Medified]

= | B |l

File Edit Project Tools Help

DEHE BB 4k

=[] Teat File or Message =-[E] TestFile or Message
- Line - SUCCESS - I8 Details

| Properties | Log [EI]| Drata [0) |

|| Caunt

Procezzinn data for zelec

L.[T] Header IT]

=1 Line - HHEADER Wae
.\ LT Header San

-] Madel Murmber | ,-*"'f---- ) o
L] Unit OF Measure - Create mapping by selecting item on the

i leftinput side then select iterm an the right

-] Units Vi ;
{17 Skip these fields output side and press Map/Unmap menu.

-1 Other LY
- Skip thess fields
-1 Other \“‘H

.

-] Skip these fields e
-[T] Stock e ST S __[-—
~[1] Stock Indicatar

Fap / Unmap

4 — =1 Add—"

£

A

-1 Filler

1 1] [ P

4 T I

. Procezszing finizhed successzfully

We create mappings from input to output. This is simple: click on the left side (input) click on the right side field (output) then

right click on the right side field and click menu Map / Unmap.
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1.?3’? Extreme Translator Mapper - Chitestnowiinventorylamp [Medified] =NECIEL X
File Edit Project Tools Help
D E| SRR 4~k
EI|E| Text File or Meszage EI|E| Test File or Meszage | Properties | Log [|:|]| Drata [7] |
=-If Line - SUCCESS =gy Details _
ST Fleadr BE | Model Number Court  Processing data for select
=& Line - HHEADER -1 Unit Of Measure 1 ACT1035M |
- “-[1 Header [0 Units 2 ACT1148K |
=1l Line with Details [T Other 3 ACINTI |
-l Model Humber -1 Otker 4 AC39I89R |
-1 Unit Of Measure -1 Stock 5 AC3IT192 |
-1 Unitz -1 Stock Indicatar g ACITI9I |
D:l Skll:l thESE flE'ljS ? .":".EEE-I Eq_x |
-] Other
-1 Skip these fields
-] Other
-1 Skip these fields
-1 Stock
-1 Stock Indicator
-] Filler
1 m | » 1 |l | k
. Procezszing finizhed successzfully

After at least one mapping is created run the map using menu Project->Run or simply press green button in the toolbar. Once
map runs, you can click on any item on the screen to see data that translator placed for that item via Data tab on the fourth

pane.
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F 1 A

11’:!{'.) Extreme Translator Mapper - Cltestnowhinventory.xmp =NECIEL X
File Edit Project Tools Help
DwH| sBRe| 4| »
EI|E| Text File or Meszage EI|E| Test File or Meszage Properties | Log [|:|]| Drata [7]
=8 Line - SUCCESS =l Details _
ST Fleadr [ Model Number Court  Processing data for select
=-[gh Line - HHEADER [ Unit Of Measure| || 1 0000000]
- “-[1 Header [ Units 2 0000000]
r:"l% Line with Details -l Other 3 Q000003
-l Model Hurmber -l Other 4 Q0000
-l Unit Of Measure [ boc 5 0000a1 2|
-l Units ~[l Stock Indicator g 000001 2|
D:l Skll:l thESE flE'ljS ? DDDDD-I 2|
-l Other
-1 Skip these fields
-l Other
-1 Skip these fields
[
-l Stock Indicatar
~{[17] Filler
e = R N 1 r
. Procezszing finizhed successzfully

After you map more and more fields continue running translation during mapping process and check results in Data tab. This
helps to ensure that your mapping work goes in the right direction. You should see more and more data in the output as your
work progress.

Complex flat text file as output

Steps to setup layout for complex flat text file in the output are essentially the same as for the input. Please review previous
chapter to see how to define complex flat file layout in general.

When you have complex flat file as output sometimes you might want to hardcode certain constant values in the output fields
so they would always be present without even being mapped. This is done using Mandatory and Format properties on the
element (field).
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i#) Extreme Translator Mapper [Modified] SHACIHL X
File Edit Project Tools Help
D HE| 2l 4| »
- E:-:t File or Message Fropertiss [L.;.g I Diata [|:|]|
- Line - SUCCESS
&3 Line - HHEADER 'ﬂ |
—'% Line with Detailz DataTywpe undefined -
-1 Model Mumber Id 10
-1 Unit OF Measure ltemT ype Element
-1 Unitz Mame Skip these fields
LE Skip these helds Ll Adyanced
[ Other =Value[<000Y) =
-1 Skip these fislds h andatory Tiue
T ke _—Fequence
B 2 P //‘gpecialFunctinn None
/x"d handatory=True forces Bl Flugin
o unmapped field into the output, E sternalFunction
Format property sets constant | Parameters
| walle. Processing
"x\ ¢ EndT ag
“\x | LoopEndTag
o Speciallrstruction None
e StartTag -
Format
[rata formatting

Simply set Mandatory property on the field to True and set Format property to =Value(_your_constant_here_) . Mandatory set
to “true” forces field to be produced into the output and Format function =Value() produces certain constant. Mandatory set to
“true” forces field into the output only if all the fields before it in the same segment are mapped or set to Mandatory=True as
well.

Format property has many other functions that can help you reformat the data, replace certain characters, substitute one
incoming value with the other. Check Translator User’'s Manual for complete list of available functions.

Review

This chapter provides more in depth coverage of how translator creates or reads complex flat files. It also reviews some of the
properties mentioned in previous chapters. Feel free to skip this chapter if you already understand how to define your flat file
layout.

Basic idea behind mapping is identifying traits that your complex file has and setting up translator map to parse incoming data
based on those traits or producing data including those traits (if complex file is your output). If your file contains data records
in lines of text and each line starts with unique identifier all you need to do is setup segments that would represent each
unique line. Then add elements to each segment to extract fields that you need.

Translator uses sequential left to right parser to read text data. If complex text file is produced then translator traverses output
map layout (called output tree) and produces data sequentially from left to right.

When we say “sequential” parsing we mean that translator keeps a bookmark of current position in the file, and moves
through the file one item at a time. So if current item has StartTag set to some text value, translator will look for that text value
not from the file start but from the position where previous last item was located. That's why map layout should follow file’s
physical structure.
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Each item in complex flat file layout (except very first root item called Message) has same properties called FixedLength,
Length, StartTag and EndTag. Those 4 properties are most important when you define complex file layout. They tell translator
where to find specific data in the input file, or how to place data in the output (in case you are producing complex flat file).

If property FixedLength=True then StartTag and EndTag properties have no effect and only Length property is used. Then
Length defines how many characters item has and how long it is.

Otherwise if FixedLength=False then StartTag and EndTag properties are used for parsing. Then StartTag defines what
translator should search in the file. Once translator finds data based on StartTag it looks for EndTag to find where the item
ends.

Following table covers some processing situations based on what properties are set for the item:

Fixed vs. Variable length flag setting | Parsing behavior

FixedLength = True Length is used to read item.
Length = item’s expected length StartTag and EndTag has no effect.
FixedLength = False Translator will search for StartTag, then EndTag to read the item.

StartTag = text that identifies item’s start | Length property is not used.
EndTag = text that identifies item’s end

FixedLength = False Translator will search for EndTag to read item. Since StartTag is empty start
StartTag = (blank) will be where previous item ended.

EndTag = text that identifies item’s end | Length property is not used.

FixedLength = False Translator will search for StartTag, then it will read item to the end of the file.

StartTag = text that identifies item’s start | Length property is not used.
EndTag = (blank)

When setting up input layout you can run map every time you make a change to it. This will ensure that you are on the right
track. Check parsed data using “Data” tab on each input item to make sure it is being parsed correctly. Complex flat file
layouts take a lot of time to setup since each item has to be setup exactly and formats are usually non-standard so it is not
possible to import templates from Template Wizard to shorten workload.

Other issue is data looping. Some complex flat files do not follow same looping sequence as expected output file. In some
cases complex flat files are just data dump from some older legacy computer system. Input data could be so convoluted that
only why to map it to the output would be by using some intermediary storage like relational database and by having two
translation maps: one - reading data and loading into the relational database, other — writing data out of relational database
into looping format.

We hope this document helped you. If you have any questions please contact us via Support page.
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